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district. In his career that was now to begin he
displayed both military and civil ability of such
high order that we are almost driven to believe
that he had been schooled by experience in both
branches of effort. His reign was not very long,
so that he probably gained the throne compar-
atively late in life, at a time when the power of
adaptation is less strong than in youth, when the
years of a man's life are devoted rather to the dis-
play of powers already acquired than to the de-
velopment of new ones. We do not know whether
he set on foot the rebellion which dethroned
Asshur-nirari II or merely turned to his own pur-
poses an uprising brought about by others. In
either case he acted with decision, for he was
crowned king in 745, the next year after the
rebellion. He was well known as a man of re-
sources and of severity, for no rebellion against
him arose, and no pretender dared attempt to drive
him from power. He spent no time in marching
through the land to overawe possible opponents, but
at once began operations outside the boundaries of
the old kingdom. That he should dare to leave
his capital and his country immediately after his
proclamation shows how sure he was of his own
ability, and how confident that his personal popu-
larity or Ids reputation for severe discipline would
maintain the peace. Whatever the name of his
youth and manhood may have been he was pro-
claimed under the name and style of Tiglathpileser,
adopting as his own the name which had been